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9 November 1955

25X1
MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION | )%:g:::gz e, -
BECLAZS . .
SUBJECT: Meeting with Capt. L. O. Mathews, USN, ﬁixsjﬂf;; et
e Chief of Staff to Admiral Richard E. Byrduum KR T E—
Present;” - Capt. L. O. Mathews, USN e
' Cdr. E. C. m‘t.. USN. d‘p“tyto C‘pt. R- Ec sty’..'
LCdr. John Madden, USN
- Clpt. X. A. Knowles . T IS S raopomptt I
’ Cﬂl- Ro Hc Bob‘r' P : : ?'( Ce T L g' N -.

e le Thu meeﬁng wa s ;rungod asa ruu.lt of -3 telephono un yutorduy
from Capt. Mathews, Chief of Staff to Admiral Ricbard E. Byrd. Capt. Mathews
said in-the call that he had recently reported for duty as Chief of Staff and that
Adm. Byrd, as a result of his appointment to Officer in Charge of ths U. 5.
Antarctic Program, wished to render certain reports to OCB regarding the
Antarctic Program. : Among these reports was to be included the status ol
the NIS oa Antarctica. 'Since this matter was.classified 1 requested that -

Capt. Mathews, together with the Navy member of thc NIS Commmu. mnt
v!th me ehin mbrning to dtuuu the problem. . - b
2. Cth. mthewl uid thut. in ampuﬁca.un o( hb convcrution

yesterday and in view of Adm. Byrd's large authority stemming from the
Deputy Secretary of Defense letter of 21 October 1955, he desired to render
s comprehensive report of the over-all Antarctic Pregram to the OCB prior
to hil dcpsrturc to the Antarctic which is to occur apyroxlmtely 23 Nmmber.
3. l n:phhud ta Capt. Mnhown thlt tho nquircmcnt for an le on
Antarctica stemmed from Adm. Dufek's letter of 16 August 1955, the purpose
of this requirement being to pull together all information on Antarctica relative
to history, geography, and ecendémic value as & basis for U.S. policy decision
as to {s). most valuadle areas of the ceutinent,; and (b) the legal positien of
various countriss vis-a-vis claims to parts of Antarctica. 1 further stated
that the NIS Committee had accepted the responsibility as & result of meetings
on 23 and 30 August 1955 and would accord priority to this requirement to a
degree necessary to complete the NIS on Antarctica by early next ysar. Al
this had been reported in a letter from me to Adm. Dufek on 1 September 19535.
Inasmuch as this specified the detailed requirement and indicated the time of
completion, I questioned whether any interim report would be any more
meaningful since all agencies charged with fulfilling this rupoaslbﬂity hul
already reported being on schedule. = s i
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Maeeting with Capt. Mathews = - 9 November 1955
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R B Clpt. Mathen utd tlnt. wlml thu mu be tdcqutortn tsrms
of general status report,:Adm. Byrd desired that a letter be addressed te
him reporting the actual status quo of tho projoct E 7] tlut he- ml;ht rofficially. .
lncludeltinhil roporttoOCB.s. : _ Lerr “p 7

5. 1 told Cnpt Mlthcws that-(t was tho dulre nf C!A and e( ﬂu
NIS Committee to assist the Admiral in every possible way. In view of
this ] felt that such a letter could be written certainly as a courtesy to -
Adm, Byrd, and unless my Agency had objections ] would prepare it and -
lcnd *it to htm bcfore tho éeadlhu 1ndicatod lbava (23 Novembcr). oo

D8 ey VY Z

6‘. In additien to this arrmgemeut vdalch was mlty uusncury to
Capt. Mathews, I pointed out that Lieut.(jg) G. Hampton had called upon me
and oncother NIS Committee members.to fnquire about the number of people

- werking on the project and their actual names and locations. - From-his ' :

attitude it appeared that there was some cencern oa the part of Adm. Byrd's
staff as to the reliability of the material which we were putting together in
view of the {act that no experts on Antarctica were utilized to compile the -
Survey, "1 pointed out'to Capt. Mathews that inasmuch as all the' sports ' -
wore going with Task Force 43 to Antarctica, each agency was utiMsing:- .
the best available talent; and {nasmuch as the information is being extracted
from official reports of previous experts, there would not seem te bg any: . -
question that valid information would be forthcoming. At the same time |
indicated to Capt. Mathews that we would welcome any assistance that could
be given by Adm Byrd or Ml 'u!f on {mproving the NIS on Antarctica.
N

7. Capt. Mtthews utd thlt Adm. Byrd weuld be in Washington
asxt week and he would take that dccasion to indicate our desires to assist
him in every way and to get such oxpert counul as the Admlru“ ‘¢buld accord
the .urv.y. C RESTUNE <2 SRR APt T DR S
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